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By niCIIASD STARNES 
The Central Intelligence 
Agency, a cloudy organ- 
ism of uncertain purpose 
and appalling 1 power, 
promises to have an un- 
comfortable time of it in 
the year just begun. 

Former President Tru- 
j man, who hatched the coil- 
: mg, mysterious creature, 
spoiled the holidays for the 
busy apologists of the OTA 
hy firing a telling broad- 
side in a copyrighted news- 
paper article. Mr. Truman 
is no great shucks as a 
writer, but there is nothing 
wrong with his thinking or 
Iris facts. lie echoed the 
charge f early made herd 
that the monstrous spook 
apparatus had metastasized 
into policy-making and op- 
erational functions, neither 
of which was intended l>y 
the founders of the CIA. 

{ $1 Howls 

Well, now, in spite of the 
outraged howls of denial by 
tlie nominal head of the CIA , 
bom charges arc'qu’le’rruo. ' 
With smug piety Iho CIA 
; blandly insists that it does 
j not bother to deny or af- 
; firm stories about if, inti the 
; truth is that it squeals like 
a shoat stuck under a 
! gate when unpleasant truths 
i about it get into mint. Tt 
■ a l- s0 do es its poor host to 


gut any maulac who hav 
the eouraw in lak e q on. q 
fact appended here as fair 
warning to any of my c i! 
leagues u ho fed up to ju.i;- 
ing tile good [ign!. 

Now comes Sen. Eugene 
McCarih\ < i > , Mmu. i \s ilii a 
piece in the Saturday Even- 
ing Post dated Jan. d. The 
article, bluntly entitled •‘The 
CIA is Getting Out of Hand” 
is commended to all who are 
concerned with the future 
of t'ne American experiment 
in freedom. Sen. McCarthy 
is a handier writer than Mr. 
Truman, even if ho is cover- 
ing substantially the same 
course. 


^ Musf Stop 

Tie writes: “Tile CIA. in 
short, is mailing torcign 
policy, and in so doing, is 
assuming the roles of the 
President: and the Congress. 
It has taken on the character 
of an invisible government 
answering only to itself. 
This must slop. Tlie CfA 
must be made accountable 
for it's activities, not only to 
the President but also to 
Congress through a respons- 
ible committee.” 

There are two points that 
need making here. One, to 
be sure, is that Sen. Mc- 
Carthy is a far cry from 
his late namesake, in that 
he is an informed and re- 
spected public official who 


is no! given io making ha: e- 
I- s charges for die sain- of 
headlines Novi, n is impor- 
tant to note i hat be i i>t nivy 
m ges e •■‘MhJisiwrrT.t of a 
Congressional oonnninee m 
oversee tile CIA, lie specifies 
a respnnsioled.e,. effective 
committee. 

The background here is 
that the Joint Commit lee on 
Atomic Energy, after which 
tlie inevitable Joint Commit- 
tee oil tiie C/A doubtless 
will lie patterned, was not 
successful autoni.Tlirallj in 
bending the A EC 1o the will 
of the Congress and (lie peo- 
ple. Tlie A EC, like the CIA 
and every other headstrong 
i ineauci ary ever confected, 
■\ as not easy to break to 
harness. Fortunately, how- 
ever. the Joint Committee on 
Atomic Er.er,y was !i*d by 
the late Sen. Brim McMahon 
lib.. Conn. i in its early days 
and he was a man nrii easy 
to hoodwink. Eater, Ken. 
Clinton P. Anderson ID., 
N.Mj did notable anrl cour- 
ageous duty in persuading 
til-? AEG that Congress 
meant it. 

Overdue 

Plainly the same treat- 
ment is long overdue for the 
CIA. Small land some nnt- 
so-small) governments thru-, 
out the world live in tremb- 
ling and fear of tlie CIA. 
In his admirable essay Sen. 


McCarthy makes the point 
that "wrapped in its cloak 
oj secrecy, the Central in- 
telligence Agency modestly 
hods it lias overt brown for- 
eign governments, admits 
it: violates international law 
and doesn't (fey that one of 
its exploits wrecked a sum- 
mit conference." 


lie sums up some of the 
more unlovely exploits of 
tile huge espionage appa- 1 
vatu':, and rcii-i ates the* 
charge laid in Mi Truman 
and others: That the agency 
has overwhelmed and dis- 
torted tlie purposes for 
which it was skirted in 1917. 

“1 .ess than 20 years later 

with 14.000 employees, in- 
eluding specialists In 
intelligence analysis and es- 
pionage, U-2 pilots and as- 
sassins — the director of 
die Central Intelligence 
Agency is rated one of tlie 
half dozen most powerful 
men in Washington," Son, 
McCarthy writes. 


Of course a Congressional 
committee is urgent, ly 
needed in keep a rope on tlie 
CfA. The secrecy argument 
against it is wholly phony, 
hi his strange and plaintive 
hook, “The Craft of hitcl- 
iigciice." Allan Dulles (who 


was titulaii_ImaxUiiJ.he.jJlA ' 
wiii’n me spooks fouled up 
the Bay of Pigs invasion) 
admits that lie never had a 
confidence betrayed in Con- 
gress, 
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